Friends Bulletin 


PACIFIC YEARLY MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 


VOLUME 37, NUMBER 4 


FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, 
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UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN ... 


AND: THE GOVERNMENT SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER 


i WHAT IS THE RESISTANCE? 

We live in a country which spends more 
on organized murder annually than it would 
take to feed every hungry person in the 
world, and we live in a world where two- 
thirds of the people are hungry. The United 
States chooses to see those people as its ene- 
mies, their hopes for social revolution as dan- 
gerous to our economic interests, hence, as 
“communism.” We choose to drop their next 
meal on them in the form of a bomb. 


Whence comes that decision? Not from 
some far-away entity known as government, 
but from you and me, It is our steady silent 
consent, made manifest by the way we live 
our lives, that creates history. Vietnam, Gua- 
~tamala ... these are not accidents, these 
are the natural fruition of American lives be- 
ing lived. 


This is the realization that we must make: 
it will do no good for us to speak with our 
words against militarism and economic ex- 
ploitation if we are speaking with our lives 
for them. You and I must realize that the 
only tool we have in this world is our life. 
We must choose, whether to relinquish con- 
trol of that life and by silent active consent 
allow it to be used as a tool of-oppression, or 
whether to take control of that life and use 
it as a tool to build peace and world brother- 
hood. 


My words may say peace, but if I carry a 
draft card, my body is saying war. My words 
may say peace, but if I pay taxes, my money 
is saying war. My words may say brother- 
hood, but if I enjoy the high standard of liv- 
ing of most American Quakers, my life style 
is saying exploitation and starvation to peas- 
ants around the world. It is a fact that our 
wealth is built upon their misery. 


How can we use our lives as tools for peace 
and world brotherhood? This is the question 
to which the Resistance is one response. We 
believe that to change society we must live 
a new set of values and assumptions into the 
world. We must live peace and brotherhood, 
with our hearts, our bodies, our time, our 
money, our lives. 


To do this we must give up our fear. Fear 
of jail, fear of poverty, fear of being dis- 
approved of, of being called communists or 
cowards, fear of being different. Fear is per- 
haps the greatest of the levers which forces 
us to relinquish control of our lives to an ab- 
straction known as the United States govern- 
ment, or American society. The beautiful 
thing is that giving up fear is easy. It is a 
strong clear strength within me to know that 
I am honest at last, that I am finally doing 
what I know to be right, and that no sanc- 
tion can change that. 


I cannot fail, for once I have chosen to 
build with my life, rather than to consent to 
destruction, a great victory has already been 
won. No one can take that victory away from 
me. It is a great joy. And what greater joy 
to find that I am not alone. For it seems to 
me that for every man who chooses to build 
peace with his life, who walks free, vocal 
and unafraid in this decision, ten more rise 
up and join him. Fear can’t compete with 
this joy, with this clarity. One taste of free- 
dom from fear—of love instead of fear as the 
basic assumption of their lives—and people 
are hooked. 


When a man in this country commits his 
life to building a world without oppression, 


‘he immediately must confront the greatest 


tool of oppression in this country, the mili- 
tary draft. Through the channeling effects of 
the Selective Service deferment system, the 
government seeks to control the lives of ev- 
ery man in this country, directing those lives 
toward activities deemed to be in the na- 
tional interest. The draft is the greatest tool 
of U.S. military oppression abroad. A draft 
card is a signed statement to the government 
made by the man who carries it. That state- 
ment is “When and where you decide mur- 
der to be a fit international policy, I’m your 
boy.” What the Resistor realizes is that the 
draft’s power lies in the consent of the men 
who carry those cards. The draft is those 
men, and if those men want to end war they 
must refuse to be the tools of war. To take 
control of our own lives we must say no to 
conscription. It is as simple as that. 
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The Resistance is people—individuals who 
want to use their lives as tools to build a new 
world. It is clear that any meaningful revo- 
lution in this world will mean a change from 
the values of violence, competition and op- 
pression, to the values of non-violence, shar- 
ing and brotherhood. This revolution can 
never be brought about by violence. The 
Resistance is committed to non-violent revo- 
lution . . . the only kind that really is revo- 
lutionary. 


How can we live non-violent social revo- 
lution? How can we learn to respond with 
love and understanding to all men? To see 
human beings in those we conflict with, and 
respond to the human beings rather than to 
the conflict? How can we learn to share? It 
is clear that we must do these things with 
our lives. Many of us are involved in or plan- 
ning to start communes, communities. Job 
sharing, exchange of services, simplicity in 
life style, property held in common, people 
receiving according to need, rather than ac- 
cording to how much money they have, de- 
cisions according to consensus, honest ex- 
pression of emotion, emphasis on people 
rather than things... all these are involved. 


In all of these things, in our resistance to 
the draft, in our refusal to relinquish the 
control of our lives to institutions which we 
know to be immoral in means and ends, in 
our struggles to bring into being in our own 
lives our commitment to humanity around 
the world . . . in all of these things we wish 
to be vocal, to be visible, to try to communi- 
cate with everyone whose life touches ours. 

The parents of a friend of Ogden’s were 


THE YEARLY MEETING MINUTES ON 
CONSCRIPTION AND THE DRAFT 


The traditional witness of the Society of 
Friends against participation in and support 
of war in any form was reaffirmed this year 
in the actions taken by Pacific Yearly Meet- 
ing. In adopting minutes supporting the mor- 
al and political stands of those of us who can- 
not cooperate with military service and the 
draft, PYM followed the lead of some of its 
younger members in reaffirming one of its 
oldest and most deeply held beliefs. The min- 
ute that was adopted encouraging the sup- 
port and counsel by monthly meetings of 
men whose opposition to participation in 
war is leading them to violate military and 
civilian law is also very much in line with 
the earliest practices of Friends. 


Our Society is distinguished among com- 
munities of religious men for its willingness 
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very upset when Og refused induction, told - 
him over the phone that they hated our kind 
and didn’t want to see him again. So we went — 
to see them. After a couple hours talk they 
were our friends and even could say, “We 
think you’re crazy, but we hope you suc- 
ceed.” It is the same with policemen, the 
draft board members—anyone. We confront 
people as people, recognizing our disagree- 
ments yet seeking to share our humanity, 
our desires for a better world. From “We 
hope you succeed” it is just a step to “We 
will succeed together.” 

Today my brother-in-law Tom is in jail 
and my husband will be soon, for refusing to 
cooperate with the selective service system. 
Jail doesn’t frighten us although we don’t 
desire it .. . it has become part of the con- 
tinuum of our lives. There are people in 
jail, work to be done there. We are talking 
about our whole lives, and if time in jail is 
one price we must pay for taking control of 
our lives back from the government, then 
we will pay that price. We are full of joy, 
knowing sorrow. 

I know it isn’t as simple as it sounds... 
but it is. It is just that simple. Look at your 
life, brother. What does it speak to the 
people whose lives touch yours? What does 
it speak to the hungry people around the 
world? What does it speak to the soldier in 
Vietnam? You and I can choose to live death 
and destruction around the world, or we 
can choose to live peace and brotherhood, 
and a whole life can be built on that choice. 
Know that the choice is ours. 

ELEANOR KELLOGG 
Eugene Meeting 


to share in the sufferings of the victims and 
opponents of evil. It has seemed to many 
younger Friends and followers of Friends 
ways that this willingness had been wear- 
ing a bit thin under the subtle pressures of 
20th century comfort and affluence. The 
minutes adopted at St. Mary’s are the be- 
ginnings of a renewal of our belief that re- 
ligious commitment is best expressed through 
the lives and actions of those professing it. 


Both minutes grew out of concerns ex- 
pressed by young Friends. Early in the 
Yearly Meeting a group of young Friends 
met together and composed the draft of a 
minute supporting resistance to the draft and 
conscientious objection to military service. 
The next day this draft was subjected to ex- 
tensive and careful revision and adopted by 
the community of PYM young Friends. 
Tuesday evening it was presented to the 


FRIENDS BULLETIN 


DECEMBER, 1968 — PAGE 3 


DECLARATION ON THE DRAFT AND CONSCRIPTION: RICHMOND 1968 


(Saw ae a 
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Friends’ National Conference on the Draft and Conscription, October 11-13, 1968 


We call on Friends everywhere to recognize the 
oppressive burden of militarism and conscription. 
We acknowledge our complicity in these evils in 
ways sometimes silent and subtle, at times painfully 
apparent. We are under obligation as children of 
God and members of the Religious Society of 
Friends to break the yoke of that complicity. 

As Friends we have for many years been granted 
privileged status within the draft system. This has 
often blinded us to the evil of the draft itself, and 
the treatment of those not so privileged. We are 
grateful for all those who by resolutely resisting the 
draft have quickened our conscience. We are called 
into the community of all who suffer for their re- 
fusal to perform unconscionable acts. 

We reaffirm the “Advices on Conscription and 
War’ adopted at Richmond in 1948. We realize in 
1968 that our testimony against conscription is 
strengthened by refusing to comply with the Selec- 
tive Service law. We also recognize that the prob- 
lem of paying war taxes has intensified; this com- 
pels us to find realistic ways to refuse to pay these 
taxes. 

We recognize the evil nature of all forms of con- 
scription, and its inconsistency with the teachings 
and example of Christ. Military conscription in the 
United States today undergirds the aggressive for- 
eign policies and oppressive domestic policies which 
rely on easy availability of military manpower. Con- 
scription threatens the right and responsibility of 
every person to make decisions in matters of con- 
science. Friends opposing war should refuse any 
kind of military service; Friends opposing conscrip- 
tion should refuse to cooperate with the Selective 
Service System. 

We call for the abolition of the Selective Service 
System and commit ourselves to work with renewed 
dedication to abolish it. We shall oppose attempts 
to perpetuate or extend conscription, however con- 
structive the alleged purpose, by such a system as 
National Service. We do not support efforts at draft 
reform; the issue is not equal treatment under com- 
pulsion, but freedom from compulsion. 

We recognize how difficult it is to work through 
these complex issues, and to bear the burden of 
decisions and action. We hold in love and respect 
each member of our Society as he follows where 
conscience leads. We know there are spiritual re- 
sources available to those who would be faithful. 


FRIENDS ARE URGED TO: 


1. Commit our energies and resources in sub- 
stantial measure to launch a concerted campaign to 
end the draft. Friends can serve as a catalyst in 


this effort, in cooperation with groups representing 
a cross-section of American life. 


2. Prepare for Monthly Meetings three sets of 

queries designed to: 

a. Clarify the responsibility of the Meeting to all 
young men of draft age, 

b. help young Friends think through their alterna- 
tives, 

c. assist Friends not directly subject to the draft to 
decide what actions they should take. 


3. Appoint in each Monthly Meeting a Clearness 
Committee to assist all its young men in their search 
for clarity as they face the draft. 


4. Set up procedures for called Meetings for 
Worship to share the affirmation of young men who 
engage in such acts of resistance as refusing to 
register, or disaffiliating from Selective Service or 
the Armed Forces. 


5. Establish Meetings For Sufferings to provide 

for such needs of resisters as: 

a. jobs for those awaiting sentence 

b. help for families 

c. bail and legal aid 

d. meeting places for groups of resisters 

e. hospitality and shelter 

f. formation of a Resisters Service and Action Corps 
for those who choose to witness in this way. 

6. Consider engaging in corporate acts of sup- 
port for resisters in Friends Schools, Colleges and 
organizations, even when such acts involve conflict 
with man-made laws. 

7. Provide draft information and counseling cen- 
ters in the local community, supported by their 
Meetings, Schools, Colleges or organizations. 

8. Respond to the needs of young men whose 
conscientious resistance to conscription and military 
service leads them to courses of action other than 
open disaffiliation. Included are some men in such 
situations as these: 

a. those who may become refugees in other lands 
for conscience sake 

b. AWOL military personnel 

c. men still on active military duty. 


AFFIRMATION OF ACTION 


We commit ourselves to validate our witness by 
visible changes in our lives, though they may involve 
personal jeopardy. We cannot rest until we achieve 
a truly corporate witness in the effort to oppose and 
end conscription. Let us hold each other in the Light 
which both reveals our weaknesses and strengthens 
us to overcome them. 
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Yearly Meeting as part of young Friends’ 
concern on the draft and conscription. At 
that time Friends agreed that it should be 
the basis for a minute on the draft which 
PYM itself was moved to adopt in a later 
session. 

In the same presentation young Friends 
expressed concerns for the sufferings of 
Friends and others who find themselves in 
danger of legal sanctions and personal hard- 
ship for their conscientious refusal to par- 
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ticipate in the draft and war. We had agreed 
that it was important that men in this posi- 
tion be given every assistance possible in 
defining for themselves the true nature of 
their convictions through knowledgeable 
and realistic counsel. We had also explored 
ways Friends could assist those whom the 
light of their consciences led to personal 
danger and hardship. These concerns were 
presented to the Yearly Meeting accompa- 
nied by the recommendation that they be 
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embodied in a Minute on Sufferings to be 
drafted by the Peace Committee and pre- 
sented to the Yearly Meeting. This was done, 
and this minute was also adopted. 

Both minutes expressed a renewed con- 
sciousness on the part of Friends that ours 
is a special and privileged position with re- 
gard to the draft and military service while 
others, whose opposition to war is equally 
great are not exempted from the duty en- 
forced by conscription to kill for political 
ends. 


Those of us who resist the draft and can- 
not continue in military service have many 
different bases for our beliefs. All, however, 
lead to the conclusion that, no matter what 
the end for which it is ordered, killing is 
killing, and a dead man is a dead man. As 
Friends we believe that to deprive a human 
being of his life is to deprive God of an es- 
sential part of his being and his truth. I be- 
lieve that we must continue to do our ut- 
most consistent with the light that radiates 
from within each of us to affirm life and thus 
to affirm that light. At St. Mary’s we made 
an important renewal of that affirmation. 
Let us be glad for our work and recommit- 
ment there and let it light our way as we 
face what may well be difficult times in 
fulfilling it. 

JOHN SHIPPEE 


A printed list of names and addresses of the 
officers and committee chairmen of the Yearly 
Meeting is available upon request to the editor. 
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REPORT ON THE RICHMOND CONFERENCE 


At the Conference at Earlham College 
Pacific Yearly Meeting was well represent- 
ed by its three appointed representatives, 
Barbara Elfprandt, Ogden Kellogg, and Ben 
Seaver; our contingent of young Friends, 
John Sanders, Nina and Bob Lawrence, and 
Ron Raitt; Harold Blickenstaff from John 
Woolman School; Hank Maiden for the West 
Coast Office of the Central Committee for 
C.0.’s, and Bill Hansen, Alan Strain, Bob 
Vogel and Ed Sanders representing the West 
Coast offices of the AFSC. 


Widely varying attitudes and practices 
with regard to conscription and military 
service were thoroughly aired in 12 round 
tables dealing with various aspects of the 
draft, counseling, alternative service, resist- 
ance, civil disobedience and the possibilities 
of the complete abolition of conscription or 
its extension in the form of National Service. 
John Swomley helped to sharpen our dilem- 
ma in his address, “The Christian Confronts 
a Militarized America.” The confrontation 
of opposing views was resolved in the final 
plenary session in a surprising degree of 
agreement on the Richmond Declaration of 
1968. 


Friends will recognize in this Declaration 
a considerable borrowing from the Minute 
on Conscription adopted at Pacific Yearly 
Meeting last August. The Declaration begins 
with an appropriate note of contrition: “We 
call on Friends everywhere to recognize the 
oppressive burden of militarism and con- 
scription. We acknowledge our complicity 
in these evils . . .” It ends with an affirma- 
tion of action: “We commit ourselves to vali- 
date our witness by visible changes in our 
lives, though they may involve personal 
jeopardy. . .” The Declaration opposes ef- 
forts at draft reform. “The issue,” it says, “is 
not equal treatment under compulsion, but 
freedom from compulsion.” 


A full half of the Declaration is given over 
to suggestions for action. Frst among them 
is the proposal for a full commitment of 
Friends’ energy and resources to a nation- 
wide effort to repeal the draft law. 


If this and the other actions are imple- 
mented the Conference will be amply justi- 
fied. The statement alone should strengthen 
and clarify our testimony against militarism 
and conscription. 

BEN SEAVER 
San Francisco Meeting 
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“WAR TAX REFUSAL _ 
The Peace Committee of the Yearly Meet- 
ing held round table discussions during 
Yearly Meeting to discuss refusal to pay 
war taxes. They report that there was con- 
siderable agreement on non-payment of the 
federal excise tax on telephone bills, as 
most of it—now nine-tenths of the total ten 
per cent— was reimposed specifically for 
the Vietnam War. Telephone companies 
have not been antagonistic but turn delin- 
quents over to the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice, which has been collecting only a 6% 
interest charge. Cases of seizure or attach- 
ment have varied in frequency and results. 
(Recent news: the government is now col- 
lecting all delinquent excise tax on tele- 
phones.) While of small financial conse- 
quence, the telephone tax could be the base 
for a mass, corporate movement with marked 
impact. 
The 10% income tax surcharge, also spe- 
cifically for Vietnam, elicited interest. (Re- 
cent news: wage earners this year will not 
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have it fully deducted from checks; thus in 
April they will have the choice of not pay- 
ing.) Discussion brought out that taxes were 
conscription and refusing those for war was 
supportive of boys who opposed the military 
draft, ete. 


Degrees of non-payment of regular in- 
come taxes were reported: not filing a return, 
refusing payment of all income tax, or of a 
part, or even refusing to pay in full. (A token 
of $1 to $10 is not generally pressed.) (FCNL 
report of appropriations for 1967 shows “‘mili- 
tary and defense related” 69%, “current mili- 
tary program” 56%, etc.—budget proposed 
for 1969 is still higher.) 


Ways of reducing the amount of tax due 
were discussed: reducing needed income by 
subsistence living; self-employment; limit- 
ing purchases of excise taxable items; buy- 
ing used goods—clothing, recap tires, equip- 
ment, contributing maximum 30% deduct- 
ible contributions for special religious, edu- 
cational, charitable institutions, etc. 


FROM THE QUARTERLY MEETINGS 


College Park Quarterly Meeting held its 80th 
session at Monte Toyon Conference Grounds Octo- 
ber 19-20, meeting for worship in the beautiful out- 
door chapel under the redwoods. 


Monthly Meeting reports from eight of the 13 
Monthly Meetings were read; the theme running 
through reflected social concern: draft counseling, 
fair housing, race relations. 


The Quarterly Meeting approved the Richmond 
Declaration, and approved the recommendation that 
each Monthly Meeting consider establishing a Com- 
mittee on Sufferings, which would compile a ros- 
ter of those willing to extend and to resisters and 
AWOL’s. 


A grant was made to help pay travel expenses 
for Ed Anderson, who is currently working with 
FCNL in Washington on civil rights issues; he 
brought to QM the proposition from Junior Friends 
that the QM help support up to 5 Junior Friends 
who would go to Washington next summer to work 
with Ed and groups active on issues relating to 
Friends’ concerns; this was approved in principle, 
a committee was appointed to consult soon in Wash- 
ington about this project and to work with the 
young people to carry it out; and a guarantee of 
partial financial support was made. 


The next Quarterly Meeting will be in San Fran- 
cisco on February Ist. 


New Mexico Quarterly Meeting held a stimulat- 
ing meeting in Albuquerque on October 20. The day 
included Meeting for Worship, luncheon together, 
and Meeting for Business. Cliiford Arndt, pastor of 
Albuquerque Friends Church, was present at the 
latter meeting, and the comment was made that it’s 
nice that Friends can be friends; if they can’t who 
can? 

Penny Summers and Virginia Johnson reported 
most enthusiastically on Yearly Meeting. The rich 
variety: of Friends of all backgrounds and ages, of 


concerns and Stuart Innerst’s talk on the Orient, 
the presence of Howard and Anna Brinton—all 
seem to indicate that the Yearly Meeting can and 
should work out whatever problems confront it: 
growing pains seem to cause changes and re-evalu- 
ations—isn’t this a healthy sign? 


The suggestion was made that New Mexico Quar- 
terly Meeting for geographical reasons should con- 
sider the possibility of sending visitors to the South 
Central Yearly Meeting which occurs at Thanks- 
giving time this year near Dallas, Texas. 


Dorie Bunting, for the Peace Committee, asked: 
“Ts there too much emphasis on the Quaker image?” 
Have Friends lost initiative on the C.O. stand? Ac- 
tivity on the peace front is not being led by Friends. 
Friends are in a unique and valuable position to 
render service when a young man needs it; the re- 
sponsibility lies heavily on a group that even opens 
up the possibility of becoming a C.O. to a young 
man. It is a humbling and awesome experience in 
which we need a superior guidance beyond our- 
selves. Friends need to offer more positive alterna- 
tives, beginning by teaching peace in home, family, 
community and international level. 


Sylvia Loomis reported on her refusal to pay the 
telephone tax that goes directly to the Viet Nam 
war. Her protests finally brought two Internal Rev- 
enue men to her door to collect this tax. The result 
was that the tax money was taken out of her sav- 
ings account plus the 41 cents accrued interest. 
Over a period of time, her testimony on this basic 
principal seemed to have called the attention of 
several to the incident. 

Ample reports were heard from the Monthly 
Meetings with their varied patterns and concerns— 
AFSC and community relations, Biafran relief, the 
teaching of the children. 


MARIE ANDREWS 
Recording Clerk 
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Pacific Northwest Quarterly Meeting met in Se- 
attle at University Meeting House on October 25 
and 26, Highty-five adults and Junior Friends at- 
tended, representing 10 regular and allowed meet- 
ings and a carload of junior Friends from Oregon 
Quarter. 


The weekend began Friday evening with “move- 
ment and self-discovery” and folk dancing. On Sat- 
urday morning, a seminar on individual relationship 
to the meeting was held. After a general statement, 
small group discussions on the business meeting, 
meeting for worship, and meeting outreach brought 
a significant degree of participation. 


Meeting for Business on Saturday afternoon was 
characterized by its relatedness to the present mo- 
ment. Junior Frienls felt free to bring a problem 
out of a program change; the Meeting expressed 
loving concern for those involved and moved to 
clarify areas of authority between the officers of the 
Junior Friends and the host meeting. 


Each state of society report spoke of the ways 
our meetings are involved in the problems of the 
present. Our Canadian meetings are concerned with 
famine in Africa, research in biological warfare on 
Canadian soil, and the presence in their meetings 
and committees of young Americans who have emi- 
grated because of the Viet Nam war. Our stateside 
meetings provide draft counseling and coffee houses 
for soldiers with disturbed consciences; they ex- 
tend their outreach by renting space to a variety 
of groups; their members are active in silent vigils, 
central area work, and seminars. 


A sense of relatedness to the present ran through 
the committee reports. Interpersonal communica- 
tion was expressed as a goal of education. Ministry 
and Oversight moved to provide a traveling seminar 
to better reach our scattered membership. Social 
Action presented an article on the homosexual indi- 
vidual, leading to a minute on the subject to con- 
sider at the spring session. As a result of the Peace 
Committee report, the Clerk was instructed to send 
a telegram to U Thant, urging that he use the full 
influence of his office to bring about a cease fire 
in the Biafran conflict. 

Saturday evening we saw the film, “The Para- 
ble” and enjoyed unrehearsed music for listening 
in the darkened worship room. 


Spring Quarterly Meeting is scheduled for Vic- 
toria, British Columbia, the fourth weekend in April, 
1969. 
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Willamette Quarterly Meeting gathered in Eu- 
gene November 9 and 10. Fellowship was enjoyed 
at dinner Saturday night in the homes of hosts and 
by Junior Friends at a wienie roast in a town park. 
About 100 (all but our children) met in the Meet- 
ing House Saturday evening to discuss the Rich- 
mond Conference. This included a number of high 
school and university students as well as members 
of the local Resistance group. The discussion was 
led by Ogden Kellogg who was one of the PYM 
delegates to the Conference. He described the con- 
ference and spoke about the intent of the state- 
ment adopted by it. In the discussion that followed 
Friends expressed a variety of views concerning 
Quaker responses to military conscription. Some 
felt that the Richmond statement is unnecessarily 
coercive or political in tone, while others held that 
it represents a needed updating of Friends’ testi- 
mony. While we were not led to a general approval 
of the statement, it was felt to have been a valuable 
and enlightening discussion. 

On Sunday morning Robert Horton spoke of his 
visiting CO’s in federal prisons across the country. 
He is sent to do this by five national peace organi- 
zations including the AFSC and the CCCO. 

Then came a called Meeting for Worship in sup- 
port of Ogden Kellogg Jr. of Eugene Meeting in his 
intention to refuse induction on November 13. 
Friends gathered in thoughtful silence, also hold- 
ing in our hearts Og’s younger brother, Tom Kel- 
logg of the Rogue Valley Worship Group who was 
to start serving an 18 month sentence November 
15 for refusing induction. A statement of support 
and complicity for Ogden was read during the Meet- 
ing and was signed by many Friends later and sub- 
sequently presented by Ogden to his draft board. 
The statement included George Fox’s witness against 
war and the main portion of the Richmond Declara- 
tion. 

The regular Meeting for Worship which followed 
grew out of the special Meeting, and many Friends 
in their ministry witnessed to the concern we feel 
to hold to the peace testimony according to each 
man’s light; that pressure to conform to a single 
witness should not divide us; and that we should 
not tremble even though we be afraid. Helen Top- 
ping, recently returned from a life of service to 
Kagawa to live among us, tendered the Meeting in 
saying that she felt the motion among us to “Lift 
up the gates so the King of Glory may come in.” 

A potluck dinner together and Meeting for Busi- 
ness in the afternoon concluded the sessions which 
will meet next in February in Corvallis. 


LETTERS 


Pendle Hill 


These musings of a Methodist pastor who is a 
friend of mine might be of interest: “California Meth- 
odism heard Eldridge Cleaver at its 1968 Annual 
Conference and survived. | think that even Mr. Raf- 
ferty could do the same... Of all the confused 
things which Mr. Rafferty has done to the people of 
California... one of the worst was his recent 
decree threatening reprisals ... if Mr. Cleaver 
were allowed to speak.” 


We hear our Hayward Worship group is contem- 
plating asking for Meeting status! Also a meeting 
house is in prospect! Truly, PYM is at the heart of 
a major growth impetus. 

HERMAN YEAGER 


Last year Friends considered tax obligations in 
breadth. As we face our response to the 10% 
surtax for war this year, this poses a deeper look 
into the pit of destruction to which we contribute 
directly through the Internal Revenue. While we 
know that we are supporting the Military in daily 
living indirectly, yet when paying directly and know- 
ingly taxes which go for destruction, the individual 
response is most vital. 

Then there is the telephone war tax which is a 
small monetary item, but if there were a mass re- 
fusal to pay this there would be a significant testi- 
mony. In this we might hope to “be heard as a 
body.”” May we each seek to discover the seeds of 


war in ourselves! 
SAMUEL COOPER 


FRIENDS BULLETIN 


To Friends in the United States: 


The Executive Council of the Yearly Meeting of 
Friends in Sweden sends you our warmest greetings 
at this time of momentous developments in your 
country—developments which have consequences 
for a large part of mankind. We have met under a 
heavy sense of the injustice, cruelty and suffering 
occasioned by the conflict in Vietnam. We desire 
to express to you our concern over the course of 
events there, as well as our closeness to you in 
the Quaker fellowship. 


Like the majority of our countrymen, we have 
regarded with dismayed anxiety the exercise of 
ruthless armed force against a small people who 
appear to want to be left alone. With most other 
Swedes we are horrified at the realization that the 
amount of destructive power dropped upon Vietnam 
in the form of bombs exceeds that released upon 
Germany in the Second World War. As Friends we 
have watched this conflict with particular anguish in 
the light of our Quaker belief that all acts of war 
are contrary to the will of a loving God. Moreover 
we have felt especially sorrowful that so large a 
share of the responsibility for this terrible destruc- 
tion rests upon Americans, with whom as Quakers 
we have a close and intimate friendship. From a 
wider perspective we recognize that the tragedy in 
Vietnam is related to the deep division between 
those of us in Sweden, America and other industri- 
ally advanced countries, and the millions of less 
favored people, most of whom have darker skins, in 
the non-western regions of the world. The interests 
and welfare of these people we have too often neg- 
lected—to their harm and our own ultimate peril. 


Our concern for bringing the Vietnam conflict 
to an end has led us to join with a large number of 
other Swedish groups—religious, cultural and poli- 
tical—in the formation of the Swedish Committee for 
Vietnam. Under the leadership of Gunnar Myrdal, 
this committee has undertaken to inform and mo- 
bilize Swedish opinion against further prosecution 
of the war. Several international conferences have 
been held under iis auspices here in Stockholm and 
delegations have been sent to appeal to President 
Johnson and others in authority, both in Sweden and 
abroad. 


We have followed events in the United States 
with great interest and we have been inspired by 
the brave witness that many American Friends, 
young and old, have borne in the past months. The 
voyages of the Phoenix and your other missions of 
mercy and goodwill to the Vietnamese, your stand 
as conscientious objectors, your assistance to other 
young men who refuse to participate in unjust war, 
and your support of political leaders and movements 
dedicated to the cause of peace have all won our 
gratitude and admiration. Men and women of good- 
will everywhere are indebted to those like you who 
have spoken courageous words of protest and per- 
formed the symbolic acts that have awakened the 
American conscience. 


As the prospects of peace in Vietnam grow 
somewhat brighter, we would join with you in read- 
iness to serve in the work of reconciliation and 
reconstruction. May God’s love now tender our 
hearts, enlighten our minds, and strengthen our 
hands for the tasks to be laid upon us. 


Stockholm, June, 1968 


LARS CLAESSON 
Yearly Meeting Clerk 
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| would like to express agreement with what | 
hear Ron Raitt saying to Friends (in the November 
Bulletin.) We Friends have thought of ourselves as 
“holier than thou,” and therefore in a position to 
“help” other people, help them with basic needs 
because we have managed our affairs efficiently 
and can afford a surplus, and help them to live non- 
violently because we have attained that saintly state 


ourselves. But what | hear Ron Raitt saying is that 
we are in no position to urge others to be non- 
violent because of our own complicity with violence 
in indirect ways. In addition to the “paternalistic” 
ways he mentions we are also reminded of our 
support, through taxes and employment, of the most 
violent forms of establishment institutions. In fact, 
our indirect violence is far more serious than the 
direct and overt (and thereby more honest) violence 
of the police or of those whom ithe police oppose. 


It seems to me that we Friends need to make a 
radical and deliberate shift in our posture; not a 
shift to adopt violence of those who in their in- 
creasing desperation resort to it, but a shift to 
end our own complicity with those institutions and 
programs which do our violence for us so that we 
can keep our hands and yards clean. Just as young 
Friends are increasingly realizing that their past 
privileged status within the draft system has tended 
to blind them to the evils of the draft itself (and thus 
are increasingly refusing to cooperate with the 
draft, bless them!), so we older Friends must come 
to realize that our privileged status has tended to 
blind us to some things as well, with which we have 
accepted complicity. The big ethical challenge of 
the day is not with direct personal, but with indirect 
relations. We are so nice and loving to each other 
directly, but we kill, main, and: alienate each other 
indirectly. | hope we can get all age levels of Friends 
throwing light on this issue. Godspeed 


AL ANDERSON 


NOTES FROM HERE AND THERE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Marriages 


THOMAS SCOTT FENNESSY and MARGARET 
YOUNG (Pacific Ackworth) on September 8 in Mar- 
garet’s home. Asenath and Bob write: ‘“Scott’s fam- 
ily is Catholic, and our cousin-was the minister 
(Congregational). We melded a number of faiths.” 


PETER M. McCAUGHAN and RENDA WONG 
LINDLEY (Honolulu) on October 5 under the care of 
Honoiulu Friends Meeting. “For the cake cutting 
ceremony Renda changed into a beautiful embroid- 
ered Chinese wedding gown which her grandmother 
from China was married in and which her mother, 
nee Marion Wong, wore when she married Sam 
Lindley in the first Friends wedding in Hawaii.” 

JAMES E. DEWEES (Phoenix) and MARJORIE B. 
WELLS (Orange Grove) on October 11 in Nevada 
City, California. They will make their home in Ne- 
vada City. 

JONATHAN WHITE MORRIS (Southampton Meet- 
ing, Pa.) and ELIZABETH LOUISE TONESS (Palo 
Alto) on November 29 under the care of Paul Alto 
Meeting. 


Deaths 


LOUIS RENNE of Palo Alto Meeting. A memorial 
meeting was held on October 27th. 


SUSAN BLOGG of University Meeting. 
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NEWS OF FRIENDS 


OGDEN KELLOGG (Eugene) refused induction 
November 13 in Medford, Oregon. This was followed 
by a “Celebration of Life’? potluck picnic in a town 
park to which members of the community and friends 
were invited. About 50 came, including four mini- 
sters of Medford churches, and a poignantly happy 
time was had under a bright sky following heavy 
rains. 


TOM KELLOGG (Rogue Valley Worship Group) 
reported November 15 to the federal marshal in 
Portland, Oregon to commence serving an 18 month 
sentence for induction refusal. 


FROM THE MEETINGS 


VANCOUVER MEETING is experiencing a phe- 
nomenal growth. First Day school attendance now 
numbers 50. The knitting group meets every other 
week and many a bundle of children’s and baby 
clothes has been sent to the Save the Children 
Fund, going at present to Korea where the need is 
still very great. Meeting for Worship is every Sun- 
day at 11 a.m. at the new address: 505 W. 13th Ave., 
the Community Christian Church, side entrance, Van- 
couver. 


UNIVERSITY MEETING held a Soul Search Semi- 
nar as a thrashing session November 2 regarding 
the black-white crisis Seattle is facing. All from jun- 
ior high age up were encouraged to attend and also 
members of nearby Meetings. 


SAN FERNANDO men are holding social-cum 
piece work evenings together every other week in 
homes. A recent meeting event was an evening of 
do-it-yourself music for all ages with real or home- 
made instruments. 


ROGUE VALLEY WORSHIP GROUP in southern 
Oregon has informed Eugene Meeting that four fam- 
ilies are now meeting regularly for worship and 
business under the above name, looking towards 
growing into a Meeting. Vince Oredson, a member 
of University Meeting, is serving as their clerk and 
correspondent. 


PALO ALTO MEETING enjoyed a family weekend 
at Ben Lomond on November 16-17, camping or 
staying in nearby motels, but eating together, shar- 
ing the work__to experience the Meeting as a liv- 
ing community, and to share ideas for the enrichment 
of the First Day School program, as well as to enjoy 
the beauty of the developing Quaker Center. 
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YEARLY MEETING CHORAL GROUP 


Betsy Merrill writes: Friends who enjoyed singing 
joined each afternoon at Yearly Meeting for work 
on some portions of the Schubert “Mass in G.” Af- 
ter the last plenary session they sang for the other 
Friends gathered in the Meeting Room. 


The opportunity to sing was made a difficult choice 
because of the large number of most vital interest 
groups, and it appeared that many who might have 
liked to sing stayed away or came irregularly be- 
cause of this choice, and the make-up suffered ac- 
cordingly. It was felt that perhaps if the choral group 
were attempted again it should not be in competi- 
tion with interest groups. Perhaps opinions on this 
matter need to be aired. 


THE SALT OF THE EARTH 


The elders of Balby, England, in 1656, a 
few years after George Fox had begun his 
witness to things Friendly, issued an epistle 
of guidance which said, “these things we do 
not lay upon you as a rule or form to walk 
by, but that all, with the measure of light 
that is pure and holy, may be guided; and 
so in the light walking and abiding, these 
things may be fulfilled in the Spirit, not from 
the letter, for the letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life.” 

The spirit of Seeking, within the frame- 
work of a confidence that God’s light is pres- 
ent and available, and in the belief that a per- 
son is free to respond to such guidance with- 
out too much concern for the kind of re- 
sponse made by others, is the essence of the 
historic Quaker way. Acceptance of differ- 
ences in others with a mutual respect and 
love has engendered an open-heartedness in 
person-to-person relations which is most 
rare among men and might be called “the 
salt of the earth.” 

Friends are not trying to be the salt of the 
earth, but some are who would least suspect 
Lite 


